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SUBJECT: MARIJUANA ERADICATION 
REFERENCE: BOGOTA 9373 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPROVES GOING FORWARD WITH MARIJUANA ERADI- 
CATION PILOT PROJECT EVEN THOUGH LIMITED TO ONLY 250 HEC- 
TARES. THIS DECISION IS BASED ON POLITICAL RATHER THAN 
PROGRAMATIC CONSIDERATIONS. THE ORIGINAL ASSISTANCE REQUEST 
EMANATED DIRECTLY FROM PRESIDENT LOPEZ, AN INFORMAL COMMIT- 
MENT WAS MADE TO THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND ATTORNEY GENERAL 
AND FINALLY WE ARE INTERESTED IN MATTERS OF CONCERN TO THE 
GOC IN RETURN FOR ATTENTION TO AREAS OF PRIORITY INTEREST TO 
US. PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THAT OUR PRESENT COMMITMENT DOES 
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NOT GO BEYOND THE PILOT PHASE. ANY DECISION FOR ADDITIONAL 
ASSISTANCE WILL HAVE TO BE MADE AT SOME FUTURE DATE AND IN 
LIGHT OF THE STATUS OF NARCOTICS COOPERATION IN GENERAL. 

2. WHILE IDEALLY A 1,000 - 2,000 HECTARE PILOT AREA IS PRE- 
FERABLE, IN LIGHT OF A FIRM POLICY DECISION NOT TO PURCHASE 
CHEMICALS FOR ERADICATION WE WILL HAVE TO SETTLE FOR THE 
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250 HECTARES AREA. SINCE WE KNOW FROM OUR EXPERIENCE IN 
MEXICO THAT THE SPRAY METHOD WILL WORK, THE AIM OF THE PILOT 
EFFORT IN COLOMBIA WILL BE TO DETERMINE ITS POLITICAL/SOCIO- 
LOGICAL FEASIBILITY AND THE IMPACT ON TRAFFICKING 

ORGANIZATIONS. IN AN EFFORT TO INCREASE THE AREA, THE 
EMBASSY MAY WISH TO EXPLORE WITH THE GOC THE POSSIBILITY 
OF OBTAINING ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR CHEMICALS WHEN THE NEW 
FISCAL YEAR BEGINS IN JANUARY. 

3. EMBASSY CANNOT MAKE ANY FIRM COMMITMENT TO THE GOC 
SINCE CONGRESS HAS NOT YET PASSED THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
APPROPRIATION OR EVEN A CONTINUING RESOLUTION. ONCE FUNDS 
ARE AVAILABLE S/NM WILL FUND PILOT PROJECT UNDER WASHINGTON 
ALLOTMENT FOR PROGRAM SUPPORT AND DEVELOPMENT. EVEN USING 
THESE WASHINGTON-HELD FUNDS, WE WILL WISH TO HAVE SOME TYPE 
OF PROJECT AGREEMENT DRAWN UP BETWEEN THE EMBASSY AND THE 
GOC OUTLINING THE AIMS OF THE PROJECT AND THE COMMITMENT BY 
BOTH SIDES. DEPARTMENT WILL NOTIFY POST ONCE FUNDS BECOME 
AVAILABLE. VANCE 
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